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Opera Theatre’s mission is to 
shape the future of opera and 
to connect diverse audiences 
through its power and beauty. 
To accomplish our mission, we 
produce a world-class opera 
festival, we champion new 
works, we build new audiences, 
we educate and engage our 
community, and we nurture the 
finest opera artists, artisans, 
and administrators of each 
generation. By doing so, we 
strengthen the cultural and 
economic vitality of the St. 
Louis community. 
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If I could use one word to sum up Opera Theatre’s 2021, it would be this one: determination. 
After cancelling our 2020 Festival Season due to COVID-19, we were determined to return 
to live performance safely. To achieve this, our team reinvented nearly every aspect of our 
work and moved the opera season outdoors, creating a beautiful opera house in a parking 
lot. The Outdoor Festival Season was a triumph, and I am deeply proud that we could return 
to live performances in such an innovative way. We were determined to stay connected to 
our community, so we pivoted to digital content for much of our educational programming 
resulting in another triumph: nearly 88,000 students worldwide streamed our recorded version 
of The Pirates of Penzance.  

Our determination extended to our efforts to make Opera Theatre a more equitable place to 
work and create. The success of the first class of Clayco Future Leaders Fellows heralds an 
exciting future for the program. Through all this, the guidance and leadership of our Board 
Chairman Noémi Neidorff was reassuring and inspiring, and I am grateful to her for extending 
her tenure as we navigated so many new frontiers. I am also especially grateful to our donors 
who made all these accomplishments possible. Your encouragement and generosity make all 
the difference.   

Andrew R. Jorgensen
General Director

This was a year of brilliant reinvention at Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, and I am so deeply 
grateful for all who made this season possible.  

The 2021 Outdoor Season transformed a parking lot into a completely magical setting for 
Opera Theatre’s first live performances since the start of the pandemic. Throughout the year, 
education programs online and in-person continued to be a lifeline of joy and connection 
for students in St. Louis and across the country. The critical work of Opera Theatre’s Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion Committee also continued, compelling accountability and action across 
every facet of our company.  

From my first day as Chairman of Opera Theatre’s Board of Directors, I have been constantly 
amazed by the extraordinary artistry, ingenuity, and resilience of this team of artists, 
volunteers, staff, community partners, supporters, and audience members. Despite all the 
challenges of recent years, our beloved company has emerged stronger than ever and with 
a very bright future. As I conclude my time as Chairman, I am excited to continue our work 
together in the years ahead.  

Thank you for all you do to support Opera Theatre and this spectacular team!   

Noémi K. Neidorff
Chairman of the Board of Directors

from the general director from the board chairman
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After a cancelled 2020 season, Opera 
Theatre was determined to return to the 

stage. With careful planning, consultation 
from our COVID medical team, and brilliant 

work from our Production and Operations 
staff, we built a stage right on a Webster 

University parking lot! Our season outdoors 
had its challenges: heat, cold, environmental 

noise, and the ever-looming threat of rain made 
for an unpredictable summer. But we made it 

happen, and we welcomed sold-out audiences 
back to hear the beautiful music that we had all 

missed so much. We also captured the season for 
digital streaming, an innovation for OTSL that allowed 

us to share this unique season with a larger audience, 
offsetting the limited capacity of our outdoor venue. 

A photo of our outdoor stage during 
a beautiful sunset taken by OTSL 
photographer Eric Woolsey made the 
cover of the summer 2021 edition of 
OPERA America Magazine!

opera in bloom: the 2021 outdoor festival season



76

highway 1, u.s.a.gianni schicchi

Our opening production, Gianni Schicchi, was a welcome moment of levity to kick off our 46th season. After 
the difficulties of 2020, the lighthearted joy of the Puccini classic was a lovely respite. As St. Louis Magazine 
said of the premiere, “Last night’s performance was exuberant. It was fun.” Just what we needed to start the 
season right. 

  

Made possible with leadership gifts from the Berges Family Foundation and Sally S. Levy & Family.

Highway 1, U.S.A. was an intense drama about 
family, love, and the limits of devotion. Though our 
production of Highway 1, U.S.A. was not the first 
performance of the opera, it was the first major 
revival in several years. William Grant Still, often 
called the “Dean of African American Composers,” 
was a prolific artist, creating over 200 original works 
including nine operas, five symphonies, and four 
ballets. However, his operas are rarely staged today. 
In producing Highway 1, U.S.A., OTSL hoped to bring 
light to the legacy of an important composer whose 
profound work is often overlooked.  

Made possible with leadership gifts from Noémi & Michael Neidorff, the Steward Family Foundation, and 
the Whitaker Foundation. Major production support is provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, 
William T. Kemper Foundation, and Commerce Trust Company. Generous support also provided by Husch 
Blackwell, LLP and by donors to the Voices Fund. Community programming for Highway 1, U.S.A. is made 
possible by PNC Arts Alive.   

Another of William Grant 
Still’s operas, Troubled 
Island, was the first 
by a Black composer 
to be performed by 
a major American 
opera company in 
1949, and the first 
to be televised.

V O I C E S  
F U ND
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new works, bold voices labla voix humaine 

“Heartbreak in motion” is how Patricia Racette, the star of La voix humaine, described this work. With sole 
accompaniment provided by pianist Sun Ha (Sunny) Yoon, La voix humaine was a stripped-down version of 
the Poulenc monodrama. Racette’s wrenching performance as Elle, a woman desperately clinging to a love 
affair gone sour, reminded us of opera’s unique ability to portray the complexity of human emotion.   

Major production support provided by Rex Sinquefield in honor of Dr. Jeanne Sinquefield.
V O I C E S  

F U ND

The launch of the New Works, Bold Voices series with the 2013 
world premiere of Champion marked a new Opera Theatre 
commitment to commissioning operas by American composers 
that tell the stories of our time. The operas commissioned as 
part of the New Works, Bold Voices series continue to have a 
life past the Opera Theatre stage, adding to the canon of 21st 
century American operas.  

As a response to COVID restrictions, we adapted the program 
in 2021 to a new format called the New Works, Bold Voices Lab 
and asked three composer/librettist teams to compose one-
act, 25-minute operas responding to the events of 2020. The 
three new works premiered during the 2021 Outdoor Season, 
and created a new template for innovative, powerful work that 
can be produced more efficiently.  

Leadership support provided by Noémi & Michael Neidorff with commissioning support from Tim & Robin Wentworth and major production support 
from Emily Rauh Pulitzer. This project was made possible in part by the National Endowment for the Arts, the Fred M. Saigh Endowment at Opera 
Theatre, and by the Sally S. Levy Family Fund for New Works, which provides support for contemporary opera and related community engagement 
activities. This project was also supported by Armstrong Teasdale LLP, Buckingham Strategic Wealth, and by donors to the Voices Fund.
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Center Stage is OTSL’s hottest ticket every year for a reason: it’s a one-night-only showcase of up-and-coming 
opera talent. In 2021, we watched rising stars under the stars on our outdoor stage. Even a dramatic lightning 
storm wasn’t enough to dampen spirits as our audience enjoyed lively performances from our Gerdine Young 
Artists! A rousing rendition of “The Champagne Song” from Die Fledermaus ended the night on a high note. 

Made possible with major production support from Leigh & Jean Mason. Generous support for the year-long expansion of the Gerdine Young Artist 
Program came from Lori & Ted Samuels in honor of Phoebe & Spencer Burke.

center stagei dream a world: a celebration of juneteenth
Thoughtfully curated by  
Nicole Cabell and Will Liverman, 
I Dream a World was a journey 
through the landscape of Black 
music. The concert marked 
our inaugural commemoration 
of both Juneteenth, a holiday 
memorializing the emancipation 
of the last Black Americans 
enslaved in Texas, and Black 
Music Month. We were grateful 
to collaborate with the Missouri 

Historical Society to honor the contributions of Black artists to musical history 
and look forward to many more community celebrations in the future.   

Opera Theatre gratefully acknowledges presenting sponsors Noémi & Michael Neidorff. Generous support 
also came from major production sponsors Kim & Tim Eberlein and production underwriters Nancy & Ken 

Kranzberg. Commission underwriting for “briefly on the nature and expediency of promises.” by Joshuah 
Brian Campbell came from Crystal & Patrick Dallas. Video capture of the I Dream a World concert was possible 

thanks to a gift made in honor of Sally S. Levy’s 95th birthday by her children: Lucy & J. David Levy, Diane & Paul 
Jacobson, and Karen & Mont Levy.

I Dream a World featured 
an original commission, 
“briefly on the nature and 
expediency of promises.” 
composed by Joshuah 
Brian Campbell, 
Grammy, Oscar, 
and Golden Globe 
nominee for his song 
“Stand Up” from 
the film Harriet.
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rave reviews for the outdoor festival season increasing accessibility 
Making opera more welcoming and accessible  

is a core value of Opera Theatre. In 2021,  
we introduced two significant new initiatives  

to increase accessibility to our work: free tickets  
and audio-described performances.  

Phyllis’ Seats, our new free seats initiative, is a 
tribute to the late Phyllis Brissenden, a beloved 

friend and generous supporter of our company. 
Phyllis loved bringing new friends to the opera and 

this program continues her legacy. In 2021, we offered 
30 free tickets per performance, and that number 

will expand to 50 tickets per performance in 2022 and 
beyond, a first for the national opera scene.   

In partnership with MindsEye, a local company that 
translates visuals into audio for the blind and visually 

impaired, we now provide audio description service on select 
dates for each production in our season. We are proud to make 

OTSL a more open and welcoming space for our community.      

“I had two Phyllis’ Seats. They were incredible.  
I appreciated being able to be in the second row, 
a price point I would never have been able to 
meet in previous OTSL seasons.” 
� — audience member
 

 “THANK YOU for the creation of Phyllis’ 
Seats. I am excited to be able to now 
become a long-term fan of OTSL, where 
in the past I have not previously been 
able financially to dip my toe into the 
world of opera.”  
� — audience member

39% 
of Phyllis’ Seats users 

were new  
to Opera Theatre! 

19% 
of users  

were under  
the age of 50

“What we saw last night was the expression of remarkable 
natural talents that have been finely tuned by intense 
training. These young artists are ready to shine on the 
world’s finest opera stages. It was glorious!” 
� — steve callahan, broadway review

“OTSL’s La voix humaine is impeccably staged and is a 
personal triumph for Patricia Racette…” 
�   — chuck lavazzi, kdhx 

“This summer, Opera Theatre of Saint Louis truly 
reawakened, putting on William Grant Still’s Highway 1, 
 U.S.A. Rarely staged (or even recorded) since its 1963 
premiere, this one-act…is a compact, entertaining, and 
beguiling piece.” 
� — seth colter walls, the new york times  

“Comedy or drama, one thing’s clear: OTSL’s outdoor 
season is not one to miss.”  
 � — amanda woytus, st. louis magazine  

“I really have been very impressed with the two 
performances I have been able to view, both in the quality 
of pieces, the actors, voices, and the music. And the way 
everything was set up and handled, from the efforts to keep 
everyone safe to all the extra little touches like water and 
the cute bags at the seats, was perfect. Thanks for some 
delightful evenings!” � — audience member 

“The staff is amazing and so welcoming; the atmosphere 
was perfect. The high quality we expect from the 
performance and production was spot on.”  
� — audience member

2021 OUTDOOR 
FESTIVAL SEASON 
BY THE NUMBERS

5,373 
tickets sold  

19
performances  

260
seats in our  

outdoor “theater”   

0
number of times we 

were rained out!
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advancing the next generation of opera 
2021 GERDINE YOUNG ARTISTS

Chance  
Jonas-O’Toole 

Angel  
Azzarra

Andrew  
René  

Helen Zhibing 
Huang

Avery  
Boettcher 

Lindsey 
Reynolds  

Bianca  
Orsi 

Tesia  
Kwarteng 

Terrence  
Chin-Loy

Ryan Bryce
Johnson

Ganson 
Salmon

Angel  
Riley 

Geoffrey 
Peterson 

Evan  
Lazdowski  

Sophia  
Maekawa  

Rob  
McGinness  

Schyler  
Vargas 

At Opera Theatre, we are committed 
to nurturing the artists, artisans, 
and administrators of the 
future. The Mabel Dorn Reeder 
Foundation Young Artist 
Education & Development 
Programs help aspiring 
opera professionals develop 
their skills and fuel their 
creativity. OTSL is a top 
destination for young 
people to learn and grow 
through the power of art.
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advancing the next generation of opera 
HIGHLIGHTING HOMETOWN SUCCESS STORIES 

ANGEL RILEY 
of Belleville, IL 
graduated from 
the Bayer Fund 
Artists-in-Training 
Program (AIT) in 
2014 and became 
a GYA in 2021. She 

performed in I Dream a World, the chorus 
of Highway 1, U.S.A., and sang the role 
of Mabel for the Opera on the GO! digital 
presentation of The Pirates of Penzance. 
Riley will return to OTSL in the 2022 Festival 
Season as Papagena in The Magic Flute. 

Mezzo-soprano 
MACK WOLZ 
started with OTSL 
during their senior 
year at Eureka 
High School. 
After joining 
AIT, Wolz was 

awarded GYA and GFA positions, and 
won the Metropolitan Opera Eric and 
Dominique Laffont Competition in 2019. 
Wolz appeared as Amore in The Coronation 
of Poppea (2019), and their first principal 
role with OTSL was in On the Edge, one of 
this season’s New Works, Bold Voices Lab 
commissions. They will join us once again in 
2022 as Anne Kronenberg in Harvey Milk. 

JERMAINE SMITH, 
a member of our 
very first AIT class 
in 1990 and a former 
GYA, is now an 
integral part of our 
community. With 
his AIT scholarship 

winnings, he became the first in his family to 
attend and graduate from college. Smith is 
now paying it forward as a teaching artist for 
our Arts Intensives at Sumner High School. 
Smith’s work was so impressive that St. Louis 
Public Schools hired him to lead the district’s 
Arts Pathway Program. He also sang the role 
of Gherardo in Gianni Schicchi during the 
2021 Festival Season.

Our Gerdine Young Artist (GYA) and Gaddes Festival Artist (GFA) programs allow early career singers to take their talents to the next level while 
gaining important professional experience.  Members have an opportunity to perform, learn from established instructors, and collaborate with peers.  

We could not be happier that our programs for young artists have had such an impact!

EMERSON SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
Vanessa Tabourne, Costume Shop Assistant – Vanessa will be 
designing costumes and stage managing for Shakespeare in the 
Park in summer 2022. 

Robert Julga, Deck Crew – Robert is continuing his studies at 
Webster University and plans to join the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees union (IATSE) to work professionally 
after he graduates in 2024. 

Gabriella Buchholz, Props Crew – Gabriella aspires to be a prop 
master following graduation from Lindenwood University in 2023. 

Audrey DeHaan, Prop Shop – Audrey worked at Virginia Opera in 

summer 2021, using her sewing and resin fabricating skills. 

GOLDBURG TECHNICAL SCHOLARSHIP 
Savannah Gipson, Audio Crew – Savannah managed the sound 
board for Center Stage and hopes to join IATSE and continue her 

work in audio. 

BROWNING FELLOW CAREER GRANT AWARD 
Alycia Martin, COVID Protocol Manager – Alycia made sure that all 
COVID safety procedures were followed properly. She now works 
as an Assistant Stage Manager for Chicago Opera Theater.

advancing the next generation of opera 
BUILDING FOR BRIGHT FUTURES 

It’s important for young people to know about the variety of careers 
available to them in the arts world, both on and off the stage.  
The Emerson Behind the Curtain Program and Browning Technical 
Fellowship give an opportunity for students interested in stagecraft  
to learn and hone their skills in a professional environment.  

In 2021, we awarded scholarships totaling $10,500 to 
outstanding students in our technical training programs.
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artistic education in focus advancing the next generation of opera 
OPERA ON THE GO  
Our digital presentation of  
The Pirates of Penzance was viewed by: 

87,318 students  
across 488 schools 

in all 50 states

on 5 continents  

in 10 countries 
(Canada, Germany, China, Guyana,  
Ireland, Kazakhstan, Singapore,  
South Africa, England, and Spain)

our teaching artists made 
62 virtual classroom 
visits 
That is more than ten times the 
usual reach of the program 
before 2020!

In 2021, we continued our education programming virtually. 
Thousands of K-12 students in St. Louis and beyond streamed 

our digital content and took part in interactive lessons online 
through programs such as our Virtual Opera Camp for Kids. 

Despite the separation, our education programs connected more 
kids and families to opera than ever before!

BAYER FUND 
ARTISTS-IN-
TRAINING PROGRAM  
23 high school students 
received training and 
mentoring from local 
voice teachers and 
participated in master 
classes with acclaimed 
opera singers Kevin Short 
and Nicole Cabell. 

VIRTUAL 
SPRING BREAK 
OPERA CAMP  
After viewing The Pirates 
of Penzance, campers 
wrote, composed, 
designed, directed, and 
starred in their own 
original opera scene with 
guidance from OTSL 
teaching artists. 

MUSIC! WORDS! 
OPERA! FOR 
EDUCATORS 
In collaboration with 
Central City Opera, 
teachers from six states 
participated in a virtual 
training workshop. They 
created original operatic 
pieces, learning how to 
facilitate the creation and 
production process for 
their students.

TRAILBLAZERS  
IN OPERA 
This new interactive 
lesson series spotlights 
accomplished Black 
artists from opera’s 
past and present, and 
serves as an entry point 
to an artform that many 
students may never have 
explored on their own. 
Students learned about 
such luminaries as Marian 
Anderson, Sissieretta 
Jones, and the Hyers 
Sisters. 



Lyanne Alvarado, 
Administration Fellow, 
went on to a role at 
Houston Grand Opera 
(HGO), served as Artistic 
Apprentice for The 
Glimmerglass Festival, 
and was recently named 
Assistant Manager of 
Rehearsal Planning and 
Artist Services at HGO. 

Chandler Johnson, 
Artistic Fellow, went on to 
roles with LA Opera and 
Santa Fe Opera. He was 
recently named Artistic 
& Casting Associate with 
the Santa Fe Opera. 

Quentin Beverly, 
Advancement Fellow, 
graduated with a Master’s 
in Arts Administration 
in May 2022. He 
continued with OTSL as 
the Institutional Giving 
Assistant and is now the 
Sustainable Programs 
Manager at the Harmony 
Project in Indianapolis.
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In 2021, Opera Theatre undertook a thorough assessment of our policies and practices around equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI). 
Following an industry-wide re-evaluation of opera’s responsibility after several troubling, national incidents of racial injustice the 
previous year, it was more important than ever to understand OTSL’s progress towards ensuring equity in our company. We conducted an 
audit of our work through surveys, data analysis, and in-depth interviews with 230 constituents inside and outside of OTSL.  

KEY LEARNINGS  
	 	 7.5% of creative leadership since 2015 have been BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, Person of Color)  

	 	 20% of our Board and 6% our Executive Committee identified as BIPOC  

	 	 Only 10% of our staff perceived racial and cultural equity amongst staff  
 
FROM OUR FINDINGS, WE HAVE CREATED A PLAN OF ACTION AND IMPLEMENTED MEASURES TO MOVE FORWARD.  

 

expanding our commitment to equity 

The Clayco Future Leaders Fellowship has a crucial 
purpose: to cultivate leaders in arts administration 
from backgrounds typically underrepresented in the 
field, in particular those who identify as BIPOC.  

In 2021, OTSL welcomed our first class of Fellows 
as members of our annual team. While the purpose 
of the program was for them to gain new skills, we 
learned just as much (if not more) from them. These 
Fellows brought invaluable perspectives to our daily 
work, long-term strategic planning, and our Outdoor 
Festival Season. At the conclusion of their fellowships, 
they all moved on to bright futures at other companies 
across the arts world.  

	 We have formed a standing Board-level EDI Committee 
comprised of Board, staff, and artists

	 All annual staff participated in a series of EDI training 
sessions with World Trust  

	 Every company member of the 2021 Festival Season 
completed anti-discrimination and anti-harassment training 

	 We held a two-day symposium, “Belonging in Opera: 
Learning from our Past, Engaging with our Future,” led 
by Dr. Naomi André and presented in partnership with 
Washington University’s Center for Study of Race, Ethnicity, 
and Equity

	 Working with Racial Equity Consultant Dr. Derrell Acon, the 
EDI Committee began developing a robust institutional EDI 
plan, including metrics for measuring progress and methods 
of reporting to hold ourselves accountable to this work 
moving forward  

OTSL has made important progress, but we know there is still work to be done to truly foster EDI principles at every level of our company.  
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BLAZE OF GLORY
fire shut up in my bones at the Met

One of our proudest moments this year was the success of Fire Shut Up in My Bones at the Metropolitan 
Opera. The opera was commissioned from composer Terence Blanchard and librettist Kasi Lemmons by 
Opera Theatre and co-commissioned by Jazz St. Louis as a part of OTSL’s New Works, Bold Voices series. 
Following its much-lauded world premiere at OTSL in 2019, the Met selected Fire to open its 2021–22 
season, the first production to grace the Met’s stage after a 19-month shutdown due to COVID-19. Opera 
Theatre’s Artistic Director James Robinson played a pivotal role in Fire’s success, workshopping the opera’s 
development, directing OTSL’s production, and co-directing the Met’s expanded performing version.   

The production was the first opera by a Black 
composer to be staged at the Met in its 138-year 
history, a long-overdue debut. It is our hope 
that this is just the first in a long line of works by 
Black artists to take the spotlight, not just at the 
Met, but across the world of opera. As Blanchard 
stated, “The key to all this for me is, I don’t want 
to be the token. I want to be the turnkey.”   

To mark the occasion, Opera Theatre staff and patrons traveled to watch the 
premiere in New York. It was truly thrilling to witness the opera performed on such 
a grand scale, and we look forward to seeing it at Lyric Opera of Chicago in spring 
2022. OTSL has received tremendous industry accolades for our role in bringing 
this powerful tale to the stage. We are grateful to be a part of such a momentous 
event in opera history.  

Former Gerdine Young Artist Terrence Chin-Loy (far left) made 
his Met stage debut in Fire Shut Up in My Bones.
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NET ASSETS
Without donor restrictions����������������������������������������������$10,685,378

With donor restrictions���������������������������������������������������$99,039,426

Total net assets���������������������������������������������������$109,724,804 
Total liabilities and net assets�����������������������������$111,453,146
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ASSETS			
Cash and cash equivalents���������������������������������������� $3,808,306

Investments �����������������������������������������������������������������$97,904,291

Contributions receivable, net������������������������������������ $2,637,199  

Bequests receivable, net��������������������������������������������� $1,045,000  

Notes and other receivables�����������������������������������������$641 ,122  

Beneficial interest in lead trust������������������������������������$445,318  

Prepaid expenses�������������������������������������������������������������$643,895  

Right of use asset - operating lease, net�������������������$643,582  

Facilities and equipment, net������������������������������������� $3,684,433  

Total assets�������������������������������������������������������$111,453,146  

LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued expenses���������������� $377,937  

Box office liability����������������������������������������������������������������$87,038 

Deferred revenue�������������������������������������������������������������� $497,948  

Annuity liability�������������������������������������������������������������������� $27,876  

Operating lease liability��������������������������������������������������$737,543  

Notes payable������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� -    

Total Liabilities��������������������������������������������������� $1,728,342 

financials
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION*

*As of September 30, 2021

2021 
INCOME 

SOURCES*

2021 
EXPENSES*

1% 
Fundraising 

Events

1%  
Other 

Revenues

5% 
Corporate 
Support

34% 
Individual 
Support

12% 
Fundraising

74% 
Program 
Expenses

14%  
General & 

Administrative

3% 
Government

20% 
Foundation 

Support

32%  
Release from 
Restrictions & 
Designations 
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES*
		  w/o Donor	 w/Donor
REVENUES AND SUPPORT		  Restrictions	 Restrictions	 Total
Grants, contributions, and bequests		  $4,634,620	 $1,098,692	 $5,733,312
Performance admissions		  $2 1 1 ,838	 0	 $211,838
Benefits		  $17,734	 0	 $17,734
Program advertising		  $7,325	 0	 $7,325
Rentals and other activities		  $110,329	 $1,401	 $111,730
Change in value of split interest agreements		  $561	 ($3,421)	 ($2,860)
Net assets released from restrictions		  $3,238,688	 ($3,238,688)	 0
Total Operating Revenue and Support		  $8,221,095	 ($2,142,016)	 $6,079,079

EXPENSES
Program services		  $6,465,106		  $6,465,106
General and administrative		  $1,223,222		  $1,223,222
Fundraising		  $1,098,064		  $1,098,064
Total Expenses		  $8,786,392		  $8,786,392

NON-OPERATING REVENUE & EXPENSES
Employee Retention Credit 		  $468,316 		  $468,316	
Paycheck Protection Program forgiveness 		  $875,690 		  $875,690

Investment return, net 		  ($32,284) 	 $16,685,534 	 $16,653,250	
Total non-operating revenue & expenses 		  $1,311,722	 $16,685,534	 $17,997,256

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS		  $746,425	 $14,543,518	 $15,289,943
*As of September 30, 2021

3% 
Performance 
Admissions

1%  
Arts & 

Education
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2021 PATRONS AND FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL

This list represents all contributions of $1,000 or more made to the Annual Fund in fiscal year 2021 (October 1, 2020 – September 30, 
2021). We are deeply grateful to our donors at all levels — and to those who have supported capital and endowment projects — and we 
regret that we do not have the space to recognize all donors here. 

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE: $100,000+ DIRECTORS’ CIRCLE: $50,000-$99,999
Anonymous Donors (3)  

Mr. & Mrs. John Barry  

Jim Berges &  
Elizabeth Mannen Berges  &  
the Berges Family Foundation  

Phyllis Brissenden  

Centene Corporation &  
Centene Charitable Foundation  

Clayco  

Emerson  

Lelia & David Farr  

Patricia G. Hecker & Harvard & 
Patricia Hecker Charitable Trust  

Sally S. Levy & Family  

The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation  

Sarah Bryan Miller  

National Endowment  
for the Arts  

Noémi & Michael Neidorff  

The Saigh Foundation  

David & Thelma Steward & 
Steward Family Foundation  

Whitaker Foundation  

Anonymous Donor (1)  

Judith C. Anderson  

Bayer & Bayer Fund  

Edward Jones  

Mr. & Mrs. Irl F. Engelhardt & 
Engelhardt Family Foundation  

The Margaret Blanke Grigg 
Foundation  

Commerce Trust Company & 
William T. Kemper Foundation   

Leigh & Jean Mason  

Missouri Arts Council  

OPERA America, Inc.  

Emily Rauh Pulitzer  

Regional Arts Commission  

Dr. Jeanne & Rex Sinquefield  

Robin & Tim Wentworth  

SPONSOR PATRONS: 
$10,000-$14,999  
Anonymous Donors (2)  

Joyce Aboussie  

Jill Bamburg,  
in memory of Julia Bamburg  

Cynthia J. Brinkley  

The Aaron Copland Fund For 
Music  

Dorothy & Billy Firestone  

Edes P. Gilbert  

Jon  & Mary  Hagar  

Mrs. Ronald A. Holtman  

Heather Hunt-Ruddy  

Husch Blackwell LLP  

Mary Ranken Jordan & Ettie A. 
Jordan Charitable Foundation  

PRODUCTION UNDERWRITER  
PATRONS: $25,000-$49,999
Armstrong Teasdale LLP  

Arts & Education Council of 
Greater St. Louis  

Thriess & Lynn Britton  

Mrs. Laurance L. Browning, Jr. & 
The Pulley Foundation  

Phoebe & Spencer Burke  

Kim & Tim Eberlein  

Alison & John Ferring  

Nancy & Ken Kranzberg  

Karen & Mont Levy  

MacCarthy Foundation  

Mercy  

Pershing Charitable Trust  

Roy Pfautch  

Mabel L. Purkerson, M.D.  

The Mabel Dorn Reeder 
Foundation - Mabel L. 
Purkerson, M.D., Trustee  

Mary Schoolman,  
Educational Multimedia Inc., & 
Clemence S. Lieber Foundation  

The Shepard Family  
Foundation  

Stifel  

Ann & Bill Sullins  

Grace T. Weber  

Webster University*  

Edward H. & Rosemary 
Young Fund of the St. Louis 
Community Foundation  

ARIA PATRONS: 
$15,000-$24,999  
Buckingham  
Strategic Wealth  

Commerce Bank  

Robert & Jane Feibel  

Edward Chase Garvey 
Memorial Foundation  

Bettie S. Johnson  

Dr. & Mrs. Robert  
J. Myerson  

Adrienne Patton  

PNC Arts Alive  

John H. Russell  

Stephen Trampe & 
Jenny Gupta  

Nina Coulter Ware 

 In Memoriam� * In-kind
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2021 PATRONS AND FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL

SPONSOR PATRONS: $10,000-$14,999 PRODUCER PATRONS: $7,500-$9,999

Mrs. William S. Knowles  

Joanne Kohn  

Gene Kornblum  

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Langsam  

John Frank Lesser  

J. David & Lucy S. Levy  

Carolyn Losos  

Veronica & Randy McDonnell 
& Mr. & Mrs. Sanford N. 
McDonnell Foundation  

Dr. Robert Packman & 
Leonard Powers  

Georgia C. Pettus  

Allison W. Roberts  

Theodore & Lori Samuels & 
Ted & Lori Samuels Family 
Trust  

Mr. & Mrs. Robert L.  
Scharff, Jr.  

Ann Scheuer  

Sondra Schlesinger  

Mary Susman & Tom Herm  

Franklin F. Wallis  

Phoebe Dent Weil  

Dr. Virginia V. Weldon & 
Francis Austin  

Ellen & Bill Yeckley  

Ann Ziff 

Anonymous Donor (1)  

Louis D. Beaumont Fund No. 
1 of the St. Louis Community 
Foundation  

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Craft, Jr.  

Sara Epstein  

Richard Gaddes  

Mrs. Joseph F. Gleason  

Andrew Jorgensen &  
Mark Stuart-Smith  

Pam & Jim Krekeler  

Danny & Susan Ludeman  

Don & Dee Pavelka & A & O 
Family Fund of the St. Louis 
Community Foundation  

Jan Paul Richter &  
Ellen von Seggern Richter  

Marsha & William C. Rusnack  

Dr. David Sewall & Jeff Kapfer  

Sharon & Elliot Zucker  
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BENEFACTOR PATRONS: $5,000-$7,499

Anonymous Donor (1)  

Donna & Harvey Allen  

David & Melanie Alpers  

Lee Bohm 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen F. Brauer  

Lee Broughton &  
Christine Taylor Broughton  

Pamela Buell  

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Conran  

Professor Adrienne Davis  

Bill Dolan & Suzanne 
Bromschwig Dolan  

Richard Duesenberg &  
Richard W. & Phyllis B. 
Duesenberg Foundation  

Employees Community Fund  
of Boeing St. Louis  

Enterprise Holdings Foundation  

Greg & Prissy Evans  

Ann Faget  

Melanie & Anthony Fathman, MD  

Rabbi Dr. Jay & Erika Goldburg  

Janet & Andy Hoyne  

Diane & Paul Jacobson  

Mr. & Mrs. David W. Kemper & 
Kemper Family Foundation  

Jo Ann T. Kindle  

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Kooyumjian 
& The Thomas A. Kooyumjian 
Family Foundation  

Gerald M. Kowarsky  

Mr. & Mrs. Ned Lemkemeier  

Joe & Alice Maffit  

Mrs. John S. Meyer  

Liz & Brian Mischel & Melissa 
Wohlwend  

Gyo Obata & Mary Judge  

Pinnell Foundation  

Linda & Bruce Ryder  

Mrs. Edward L. Salmon, Jr.  

Mr. & Mrs. Donald J. Sher  

Barbara & Gene Spector  

James V. & Susan S. Stepleton  

Mary Strauss  

Dr. Donald Suggs  

Mrs. Robert Tancer  

Mr. & Mrs. Mark C. Throdahl  

Susan & Ben Uchitelle  

Josephine & Richard Weil  

Donna Wilkinson  

 In Memoriam� * In-kind



Anonymous Donors (5)  

Richard Abram & Paul Chandler  

William Aitken  

H. Dieter & Karla Ambos  

Shannon Bagley & Ryan Tusek  

Mrs. Walter F. Ballinger II  

Tony Bardol  

Anthony Bassett  

Lee & Alexandra Benham  

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Beracha  

Sharon Biegen & Brian 
Vandenberg  

Sally Brayley Bliss & Jim 
Connett  

Drs. Nanci & James Bobrow  

Catherine S. Bollinger  

Eugenie R. Bonte  

Dr. Michael R. Borts & Dr. Mary 
Gorman  

Martha Brewer & Calvin Bentley 
Charitable Foundation Trust  

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Brickson  

Mary I. Brown  

Susan Brown  

The Hon. Bruce Buckland  

Linda Burns  

Paul & Elissa Cahn  

Dr. Anne Carman  

Tobie Chapman  

Vicki & Brian Clevinger  

Mrs. Bert Condie III  

Diane Dark  

Dr. Carlos C. Daughaday  

Dr. Debbie Depew & Brad Moore  

DM3 Fund  

Virginia Dolphus  

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold W. Donald & 
the Arnold & Hazel Donald Fund 
of the St. Louis Community 
Foundation  

Dr. & Mrs. James W. Donnelly  

Kitty Drescher  

Sarah Duffy  

Aaron Edison  

Hope Edison  

Dr. & Mrs. Charles Ettelson  

Mr. & Mrs. John Evans III  

Alan R. Fiddleman  

Keith & Ann Fischer  

Janice & Bill Forsyth  

Gerard Frankenfeld  

Nancy E. Friedland, in memory 
of Waldo & Lucille Friedland  

Ronald & Cheryl Fromm  

Ann M. Fusz   

Ellen M. Fusz  

Mr. & Mrs. Martin E. Galt III &  
The Jackes Foundation  

Walter & Nancy Galvin  

Dr. James Gandre &  
Dr. Boris Thomas  

Ann Carole Gaspar  

Joseph E. Geist  

Anne P. Grady  
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PATRONS: $2,500-$4,999

Anonymous Donor (1)  

The Amphion Foundation  

Robert C. Anderson  

Gailya & John Barker  

Tania Beasley-Jolly &  
William Jolly  

Dr. Martin Bell  

Pam Belloli & Dave Shimek  

Marie-Hélène Bernard & 
Douglas Copeland  

Rudi J. Bertrand &  
Paul A. Williams, M.D.  

June R. Bierman  

Catherine Binns & James 
Honkisz  

Elaine & Harold Blatt  

Mrs. B. A. Bridgewater, Jr.  

Arthur P. Brigham III  

Buron F. Buffkin & Donn 
Kleinschmidt, M.D.  

Ces & Judy’s Catering  

Beverly Clarkson  

Elaine Coe  

Mrs. P. Terence Crebs  

Crystal & Patrick Dallas 

Robert H. Duesenberg  

Sara & Darryl Fabick  

John Forestner &  
Brad Alford  

Marti & Bob Fowler  

Don & Margie Franz  

Nicole & Keith Freber  

Ann & Randy Getz  

Jan & Ronald Greenberg &  
The Ronald K. & Jan C. 
Greenberg Family Foundation  

Arnold & Myrna Hershman  

Alfred & Marilyn Holtzer  

Jeannette R. Huey  

Craig & Anne Jorgensen  

Bill Kumke  

Sally Lefler  

Andrew S. Love  

Sedgwick Mead, Jr. &  
Catherine Perry  

William D. Merwin  

Erie Mills & Thomas Rescigno  

Mr. & Mrs. Jean-Paul Montupet  

Julia K. Muller & Earl K. 
Shreckengast  

Mrs. Robert L. Rosenheim  

Dr. Mary Anne Rudloff  

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Schutte  

Mr. & Mrs. Henry L. Schweich  

Kathy Sears, in memory  
of Frances & Walter Sears & 
Florentine Friedman  

Linda Seibert  

Mr. & Mrs. V. Raymond 
Stranghoener  

Maria & Philip Taxman  

Mr. & Mrs. E. R. Thomas, Jr. &  
Thomas & Proetz Lumber Co  

Susan & Peter Tuteur  

Peter J. Wender  

Stuart & Susie Zimmerman 
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GUARANTORS: $1,000-$2,499
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Michael L. & Paula E. Gross  

Mrs. Gerard K. Gunther, Jr.  

Frank J. Guyol III  

Rik & Gail Hafer  

David & Angie Hagee  

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Hall  

Carolyn Henges & Jay Henges 
Charitable Trust  

Anne W. Hetlage  

Gina & Lee Hoagland  

Alan W. Hopefl  

Margie & Merle Horowitz & The 
Harold & Ethel Horowitz Family 
Charitable Foundation  

Dr. & Mrs. John W. Hubert  

Phyllis R. Hyken  

Frank Jacobs & Marylen Mann  

Nanette K. Johnson & Glen N. 
Yonetani  

Nancy F. Kalishman  

Barry A. Kirk & Andrew J. Martin  

Richard & Shirley Knight  

Stephen E. Kraft  

Terry Lay,  
in memory of Jerry Boyer  

Mr. & Mrs. John Peters 
MacCarthy  

Charles MacKay  

Marcela Manjarrez  

Dr. John E. Mazuski  

Kimberly R McAllister  

Pat & Brigid McCauley  

John G. W. McCord  

Diane McCullough  

Andrew J. & Roxanne T. Miller  

Jack Austin Miller  

Jean & Saul A. Mintz Foundation  

Jane & Steve Mitchell  

Terri Monk, M.D. & B. Craig 
Weldon, M.D.  

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Moog  

Cynthia & Rob Nevett  

Dr.  & Mrs. Matthew Newman  

John & Christy Nickel  

Martha C. Nussbaum  

John Howard Percy  

Cindy & Sandy Peters  

Joy M. Pierce  

Dr. Keith I. Polakoff  

Judy & Paul Putzel  

Brian Abel Ragen  

Susan & John Rava  

Heidi & Win Reed  

Marti Reichman  

Lee & Nancy Reycraft  

Allen & Merry Richon  

Kathleen S. & John C. Rorris  

Al & Martha Roux  

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Ruwitch  

Alan & Marilyn Sachs  

Mrs. Harvey Saligman & The 
Linda & Harvey Saligman 
Charitable Foundation  

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Sander  

GUARANTORS: $1,000-$2,499
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Harriet Scholle  

Linda E. Schulte  

Janice & Stephen Seele  

R.A. Seeliger  

Thomas Sehr &  
Margaret A. Wayne  

Andrey Shaw &  
Cynthia Florin  

Dr. Mim Shelden &  
Lou Kinsey  

Jenny & Walter Shifrin  

Erin Mahony Simon &  
Jason Simon  

Dr. Amber Simpson &  
Kenneth Simpson  

Raymond G. Slavin MD  

Kenneth & Marjorie Smith  

Sarah Billinghurst Solomon  

Janie & Sandy Sommer  

Dr. John Sopuch  

Dr. Jamie Spencer &  
Anna Ahrens  

Mary Ann &  
Andrew Srenco  

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Stebelski  

The St. Louis Trust Company  

Molly Strassner  

Georgia Streett  

J. Kennard Streett  

Drs. Elizabeth &  
Paul Stroble  

Dr. Pamela Stuerke  

Mr. & Mrs. Warren G. Sullivan  

Douglas M. & Sherida E. 
Tollefsen  

Trinity Lutheran Church  

Rowena B. Van Dyke  

George & Betsy Vogt  

Robert & Nancy Wagoner  

Barbara & David Ware   

Mr. & Mrs. John D. Weil & 
Pershing Place Foundation  

Rita & David Wells  

Barbara McAfee Wohltman  

Mr. & Mrs. Richard R. Woods & 
Heart of Oak Foundation, Inc.  

Donna Zoeller

 In Memoriam� * In-kind
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board of directors

Noémi K. Neidorff 
Chairman 

Lelia J. Farr 
Vice-Chairman

V. Raymond Stranghoener 
Vice-Chairman

Ann McFarland Sullins  
Secretary 

Mont S. Levy 
Treasurer 

Spencer B. Burke 
Immediate Past Chairman 

Donna Wilkinson 
Chairman Emerita  

Jim Berges 

Adrienne Davis 

Kim Eberlein 

Sara Fabick* 

Marcela Manjarrez 

Patricia G. Hecker 

Gina G. Hoagland 

Mrs. Ronald A. Holtman 

Sally S. Levy 

John H. Russell 

Robert L. Scharff, Jr. 

Rex Sinquefield 

Stephen L. Trampe 

Tim Wentworth 

 
OFFICERS

EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE
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Ashley Budde* 
Tania Beasley-Jolly 

Barbara Bridgewater 

Cindy Brinkeley 

Thriess Britton 

Jane L. Clark 

Robert H. Craft, Jr.* 

Jamison F. Craft* 

Crystal Dallas  

Arnold W. Donald 

Mrs. Irl F. Engelhardt 

Edes Gilbert 

Melissa Harper 

Heather Hunt-Ruddy 

Frank Jacobs 

Bettie Johnson 

Barry Kirk  

Mrs. Alan C. Kohn 

Eugene Kornblum 

Kenneth Kranzberg 

James A. Krekeler 

J. David Levy, Jr. 

Danny Ludeman 

Michael Neidorff 

Mabel L. Purkerson, M.D. 

Win Reed 

Allison W. Roberts 

Lori Samuels  

Joseph Shepard 

Thelma Steward 

Dr. Elizabeth Stroble* 

Dr. Donald M. Suggs 

Mary Susman 

Maria Guadalupe Taxman 

Franklin F. Wallis 

Phoebe Dent Weil 

Robin Wentworth 

 

 

 

Mrs. Stephen F. Brauer 

Richard W. Duesenberg 

Robert M. Feibel, M.D. 

Mrs. William B. Firestone 

Richard Gaddes 

Patricia G. Hecker 

Sally S. Levy 

Charles MacKay 

Mrs. Robert S. McDorman 

Gyo Obata 

Gene W. Spector, M.D. 

Roma B. Wittcoff 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

LIFE  
MEMBERS

 In Memoriam� * Ex-Officio Member
*As of September 30, 2021
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Andrew Jorgensen 
General Director

James Robinson 
Artistic Director

ADMINISTRATION 
Michelle Myers 
Director of Administration

Christopher Hauser 
(through July 2021)   
Volunteer Coordinator

Tyler McKenzie  
(beginning Sept. 2021)  
Volunteer Coordinator   

Dawn Walter 
Executive Assistant  
to the General Director

Lyanne Alvarado 
(through July 2021) 
Administration Fellow 

 

ADVANCEMENT 
Nicole Freber 
Managing Director  
of Advancement

Quentin Beverly 
(through July 2021) 
Advancement Fellow

DEVELOPMENT 
Linda Schulte 
Director of Development

Stacey Bregenzer 
Senior Manager  
of Donor Engagement

Cameron James 
Senior Manager  
of Special Events & Strategy

Laura Schlereth 
Manager of Institutional Giving

Kait Neel 
(through Feb. 2021)   
Manager of Donor  
Communications

Brittainy Brown  
(beginning April 2021)  
Development Assistant

MARKETING, 
PUBLIC RELATIONS,  
& BOX OFFICE
Anh Le 
Director of Marketing &  
Public Relations

Kara Koverman 
Associate Director  
for Audience Services

Kelly Glueck 
Brand Manager &  
Graphic Designer

Chantal Incandela 
Press & Communications Manager

Macy White 
Digital Marketing Manager

Sally Kurt 
Group Sales Manager   

Monica Roscoe 
Box Office System &  
Operations Manager

ARTISTIC 
ADMINISTRATION
Yvette Loynaz  
(beginning Jan. 2021)   
Director of Artistic Administration   

Paul Kilmer 
(through Dec. 2020)  
Director of Artistic  
Administration Emeritus

Patricia Racette 
Artistic Director  
of Young Artist Programs

Stephanie Nigus 
Senior Manager  
of Artistic Administration

Madelyn Gunn  
(beginning Sept. 2021)   
Manager of Artistic Planning  

Madalyn Mentor 
(through Aug. 2021)   
Artistic Coordinator

Lindsey Burke  
(beginning Sept. 2021)   
Artistic Coordinator

Chandler Johnson 
(through July 2021) 
Artistic Fellow

annual staff

EDUCATION & 
ENGAGEMENT
Allison Felter 
Director of Education & 
Engagement

Morgan Fisher 
Education & Engagement 
Coordinator

FINANCE 
Mary Ip 
Director of Finance

Barry Rowold 
Accounting Manager

Ron Rohr 
Accounting &  
Payroll Administrator

Melanie Harrison 
Bookkeeper

Tina Marvel 
(through Sept. 2021)   
Accounting Clerk

PRODUCTION & 
OPERATIONS
Steve Ryan 
Director of Production & Operations

Maggy Bort 
Production Manager

Hans Fredrickson 
Technical Director

Stacy Harris 
Costume Shop Manager

Kendra Henry 
Production & Operations  
Business Manager

Eric Woolsey 
Operations Manager

Orevia Vongsa  
(beginning Sept. 2021)    
Office Manager   

Lucie Garnett 
Archive &  
Concierge  
Coordinator
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